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Introduction

In this course, | would like to focus on the soldiers who fought and sacrificed on the Isonzo river front in
Italy. Surely they deserve to be remembered. The fact that it was one of the largest Czech war sacrifices in
history remains mostly unknown. For a number of social and political reasons, we were not able to leamn a
great deal about the experiences of our forefathers duning this time. It 1= a paradox of Czech historical
consciousness that the victims of this war remain forgotten, their significance and fate distorted. On the
battlefields of the Italian front (what is today Slovenia, Italy and Austria), in mountain battles, in avalanches,
in battles of bayonets, in bombing shells and shrapnel, thousands of men from Czech lands lost their lives.

The outbreak of fighting brought a number of seldiers from different nationalities to the Italian front. They
were suddenly forced to fight for survival and live in a hitherto unknown envirenment, which was
complicated by greatly unfavorable weather conditions. We will learn about their daily military life, the
hardship and renunciation, by closely examining historical documents, diaries, testimonies, and articles that
have been preserved in museums and private collections.
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Frantisek Skala -

Frantisek Skala came from Kuncice, where he was born on April 25, 1882. Originally a textile clerk, later a
businessman, he served as mayor of Ky3perk in the years 1931-1938. He was also involved in the public
activities of the city and in the 1930 s he was in the leadership of Sokol Ky3perk, (later he became its
chairman). During the thirties he worked in the Kolar theater. Until 1939 he led the chronicle of Kysperk,
wrote several brochures devoted to the history of this region and a publication on the development of
Kysperk. Skala is the author of the change of the name of Kysperk to Letohrad in 1950. He died on 8
January 1957.

Skala took part in the Tyrolean offensive as a telephone operator for the 98th Infantry Regiment (Vysoke
Myto) whose task was to secure telephone connections between subordinate units. The 98th Infantry
Regiment was incorporated into the 20th Infantry Brigade, which fell under the 10th Infantry Division of the
First Corps (General of Cavalry Karl Frederick von Kirchbach) under the 3rd Army of Kiesse. The third and
eleventh Dankle Army led the front-end attack to break the front in a fairly narrow band between Roveret
and Sugan Valley. The 10th Infantry Division was included in the reserve, but that did not mean any rest.
Every day, they had to undergo mountain-field exercises focused on long and strenuous marches, drills
intended to build camaraderie between units, and for signaling exercises using flags. In November 1916
Skala participated in the 9th Isonzo battle on Karst (near Selo), where he suffered serious injuries and
consequently was later demobilized.
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